Fo the Reverend 


Dr SHERLOCK. 


Vice-Oha acellor of — 
A N D 


Matter of the Temple. 


" Revetemd Sir, 

Hive been induc'd to addreſs chi Di 
rowrſe to Jou, from the Subject. Matter 
of it; from a Deſire of ſhewing my [4 
- _ | Grateful, and from the greateſt perſonal 
Eſteem I am capable of entertaining. 

The Subject upon which ] here preſume to 
offer You'l my "Thoughts; whether the De- 
ſign of it in general be conſider'd, or the par- 
ticular bag of applying it, is very noble 
and important. But for that Reaſon it may. 
be thought the more aſſuming. in me, to pub. 
liſh 4 Diſcourſe, wherein there are ſo many De- 


fectr; and-as-the ſame time 60 10 i before 4 
2. Per- 


— 


if 


w DEDICATION, _._. 
| Perſon whoſe Diſcourſes from the Pulpit have * 
© all of them, al the Beauty and Strength, that 


correct eaſy Language, and ſtrict Reaſoning can 


give them. 


There are, I hope, fem Perſons capable of 
entertaining 4 Suſpicion, as if the expreſſing a | 
due Regard to the Memory of the late QkEx, 


had any ſecret Deſign in it injurious io the 


Honour of Her Succeſſor. Could there be any 


Foundation for ſucli a: Surmiſe, it wquld 9 
zl become one, who owes his Dependance to the 
Favour of the Government, to render himſelf 
obnoxious on that Account. . 2 
Frejudices of this kind, if it be mot Crimi. _ 
nal even to ſuppoſe. them, are, Icbuctiue, of 
20 real Service to the Publick. But I do not 


| know, whether the Grounds 5 them are any 
J 


where better, or more effettually remov'd, than 
in an Excellent Sermon before the Houſe of 
Commons, on the laſt Anniverſary of Queen 


ANNE? Acceſſion.: In which all the Fide- 


tity and. Honour | owing to Her Majeſty were 
indeed recommended after the a eloquent 
Manner, but withal; the moſt juſt and hono- 
0Y zo the Succeſſion. . em YOU 157 

A further Deſizn of this Addreſs is to ac- 
knowledge the many Tavours I. have had the 
Honour to receive from, Jou, which tho of 


themſelves very conſiderable, had ſomething. 


fo particularly engaging in the manner of them, 
en YL | TY = - As 


as will ever leave the ftrongeſt Impreſſions f 
Gratitnde avon we. {i TE 
I reckon among Jour Favours the Advice, 
which I have ſo frequently had occaſion to re- 
queſt, and ſometimes in Caſes of greater" Diſi- 
culty, that gave me an Opportunity of obſer- 
Ving with more Attention, a Readineſs, 4 Farce, 
and Extent of Thought,” which are not often to 
be found ſeparately, in equal Perfection. 
It is no wonder if the Eſteem, which I had. 
invincibly entertain d upon the firſt. Occaſion. 
of my being known to Jou, and previouſly to 
Jo many Obligations, ſhould be ſtill heighten d 
by the Reflection of what, 1 owe, and I ought 
to add, what my Family owes, upon a diſtinet 
Conſideration, to them. 07755 
Jo ſay what I am inclin d, and with great 
Juſtice ſhould be allow'd to ſay concerning Jour 
many excellent Qualities, would be offenſtve to 
that in particular, which by ſhading them, gives 
a better Grace and Comlineſs to all the reſt. 
To are plac d in 4 Light, which diſcovers Jou 
to the greateſt : Advantage, and wherein none 
but Perſons of the brighteſt Character, and the 
greateſt Talents ought to be plac' d. To ſay 
nothing of the Eminent and Honourable 
Poſt which You ſo deſervedly fill, in one of 
the moſt celebrated Seats of Learning; [ 
do not know any Character in the Church, or 
out of it, that ſeems to require a finer or ſtrona 
| "04 y.- ger 
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ger Capacity, than that of Maſter of the 
r 3 | 
How weil you have ſupported that Character, 
is acknowleag*d by one of the moſt judicious and 
awful Auditories in the World ; and which is 
campos d of 4 great Number of Perſons, not 
. only Learn'd in their proper Profeſſion, but in 
All the more elegant and polite Parts of Learn- \ 
ing. I ſhall ozly add, that in this Station, 
Jon have ſucceeded with Applauſe one 3 the 
beſt Preachers, and were it not that Compa- 
riſons are invidious, I might be allon to ſay, 
the Happieſt and moſt moving prattical Wri- 
ter, that the Age he liv d in, producrd. One 
known and admirable Inſtance of "what I ob- 
ſerve, is his Book upon Death; and it may be 
Mm d, without the Teſtimony of an Ap- 
parition from the Dead, to be the moſt per- 
febt that mas ever ſceg gx perhaps ever will be 
ten in its kind, Se. | 


-” 


1 Lamp 25 
+ Sir, 19 5 
IJubnubur moſt Obedient, 

maoſt Humble, and | 
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. Is Aran lvij. 3. 5 
The Righteous periſbeth, and no Man lajeth it: 
' 1" 1 "$0 ont 


PEE Words are not to be taken in too 


ſtri& and reſtrain'd a Senſe ; but accord- 


ing to a Latitude, neceſſary towards explaining 


the Prophetical Writings, which abound with. 
bold, Figures and frequently in the hyperboli- 
cal Strain. Thus in particular our Saviour com- 


; pla s, by the Prophet ( Chap. l. 2. ) that when 
e 


: ſhould come and preach the Goſpel to the 
Jews; none of them would recelve him, or his 


Doctrine. Wherefore, when I came, was there no 


an. When I call d, was there none to anſwer. 
That is none in Compariſon of what might 
have been expected. But to 45 many as receiv'd 
5 


} 


* 


8 A Sermon preach d 

him, ſaith the Evangeliſt, to them gave he Pomer 
to become the Sons of God, even to them thut be- 
_  Lieve on his Name, John i. 112. 8 
What we are therefore to underſtand by the 
- Words of the Text, and all I would be thought 
to intend by them, is, that either Men in ge- 
neral do not conſider as they onght the Rea- 
ſons of Providence, in the Death of righteous 
Perſons; or if they do, are not however care- 
ful to improve this Conſideration to the pro- 
per Ends and Uſes of it. The Expreſſion in 
the Text, of lying to Heart will juſtify my in- 
fſiſting on both theſe, Senſes; I ſhall therefore 

directly proceed to ſhew, that the Death of 

righteous Perſons, or of any Perſon eminently 
Righteous, affords us very proper and uſeful 
Mater, SED ON LP 


Firſt, Of pious. Reflection on the Providence 
Secondly, Of Humiliation for our Sins. 


1, Of pious Reflections on the Providence of 
God. 9 * 


The Operations of that great and glorious 
Majeſty, whoſe Work is perfect, and all whoſe. 
Ways are Judgment, muſt at once be the moſt. 
Noble, and the moſt neceſſary Subject, about 
which our Thoughts can be employ'd; It is 
Impoſſible for us indeed to contemplate them 
with Attention, and, for any time, but we ſhall 
find the Heart mov'd and penetrated, and our 
Practiſe in ſome Meaſure at leaſt influenced 
thereby. All the Actions of God bear the. 
Character of his Attzi : He can do no- 
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them, is confirm'd by many Declarations in 


mY 
on the Death of the QUEEN. „ 

thing, that Is inconfiderable.' But there is ſomes" 

thing in the Death of righteous Perſons, thar 


deſerves our ſpecial Conſideration, upon theſe” 
Two Accounts. : | my 1 


1. As ſuch Perſons are the more peculiar 


Charge of Providence. 


2. As there is ſomething; peculiarly deſign'd 
by Providence, in their Death, to convince us of 
the Vanity of the World, and the precarious 
State of all Things herebelow., 3 


1. Righteous Perſons being the mort pecu- 
liar Charge of Providence, the providential Diſ- 
penſations of God towards them, do apparent- 
ly, for that Reaſon, deſerve to be more eſpe- 

- clally conſider'd. That God takes care of thoſe, 
who are careful to pleaſe him; that he has a 
Favour unto them, and' which comprehends all 

their Intereſts in one Word, that he loves 


Scripture. But had we no Revelation to this 
End, that Maxim of Holy David (Pfal. cxlvi. 8.) 
The Lord loveth the Righteous 1, ſeems to flow with 
great Evidence from the Reaſon of the Thing, 
and the eternal Rectitude of his own Na- 
ture. 1 | 5 | 
But above all, we are more particularly to 
obſerve the Motions of Providence, when any 
Event, wherewith a righteous Perſon is affect- 
ed, has relation to the publick Intereſts of 
Mankind; whether conſider'd in a religious or 
a civil Capacity. It being the great End of 
Providence to Conduct, and direct all Events 
towards the Good of Mankind in both theſe 
Reſpects, but eſpecially the later of them; "a 
1 THe 
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the principal Deſign of God, the Deſign moſt 
worthy of his eternal Home and Godbead,, is to 
advance the Kingdom of his Son Feſw Chriſt. A 
Kingdom which ſhall laſt for ever, and when 
all the Kingdoms of the Earth ſhall be de- 
ſtroy d. 6 I Meer 2 | 
But what I would obſerve is, that a, good, 
Man, whatever his Condition in the World 
may be, is capable of rendring himſelf, in one 
Degree or other, ſubſervient to both theſe Ends 
of Providence. Even in the loweſt Sphere of 
Life, he may, by a good and pious Example, 
diſpenſe a benign Influence. Society is com- 
pos d of Particulars, and where tis well con- 
ſtituted, always makes a regular Body; the 
Members whereof, tho' like thoſe of a human 
Body, they are ſeverally appointed to more no- 
ble or lower Offices; yet have all of them 
their Uſe, and contribute in Proportion to 
the Support and Order, the Strength and Beau- 
GREENS ² A Ü wi ned 
But when righteous. Perſons are plac'd at the 
Head of this Body, whether, I fay, Religious 
| or Civil, they have ſtill a wider Scope for the 
_ Influence both of their Example, and their Au- 
1 thority. Their Example indeed carries ſo great 
Authority with it, that it is often found of 
mamore Force to perſuade, than their Lams, or 
1 thoſe of God himſelf, to oblige. For we ever 
1 love to flatter our Pride, and are naturally 
; more averſe to put our ſelves in a State of 
Subjection, than to follow our own Inclinati- 
ons, and embrace what we find ſome Beauty in 
that Charms us. 05 e 
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on the Death of the QUEEN. 11 


Now what is more lovely and attractiye, than. 
Virtue, 4 it were, alive and in Motion? She is 
beautiful in the Theory, to thoſe very Men who. 
do not pretend to her Service; nay. thoſe, who _ 
endeavour by their Practiſe e a Reproach 
upon her, are yet willing to pay her the Duty 
Fan inward. and melt Eſteem, and on many 
Occaſions, where their private Paſſions and In- 
tereſts are not concern'd, to offer her ſome. 
flight Sacrifice. It may bequeſtion'd, whether 
the Devils themſelves have not abſtractedly con- 
ſider' d, a ſecret Value and Eſteem for her. 
There muſt be ſuppos'd ſome kind of Order 
among among them, as among the moſt aban- 
don'd of human Race, Thieyes and Robbers. 
And Virtue' is nothing but Order in Perfection, 
a in all the Meaſures and Circumſtances 
of it. „ N 
But how lovely ſoever Virtue is in the Idea, 
ſhe is much more engaging, when exemplify'd 
in human Life and Converſation 2, Eſpecially 
when ſhe is ſeen, if I may ſo ſpeak, in her 
Aſcendant, and ſet off with all the Advantages 
of an External Luſtre and Dignity. For this 
is a ſenſible Argument of her Power and Ex- 
cellency, and in this imperfect. State, where 
Men fo little accuſtom themſelves to abſtract 
Reaſoning, and are ſo ſeldom capable of it, no 
Arguments operate ſo powerfully upon them, 
as thoſe which come before the Senſes. 0 
It has therefore been obſerv'd, that the Ex- 
ample of the Prince has ever had the greateſt 
Power towards corrupting or reforming the 
People. Some Princes indeed have been ſo ſer- 
vilely imitated, that even their bodily Defor- 
mities haye been drawn into Faſkion : Aue 
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alſeck the Loſs of an Eye, or a wry Neck, has. 
been thought at. leaſt very becoming the Com- 
SECT. 
But as Men are generally more concern'd for 
what relates to the Advantages of the Body, 
than thoſe of the Mind, the moral Defects of i 
Princes have been much more ſpreading and 
contagious, than their Natural. As on the 
other Hand, where any Prince has been diſtin- 
guiſh'd by an exemplary Virtue and Piety, the 
Example has ſeldom fail'd of diſcovering very, © | 
good and wholfome Effects. 
When therefore Princes ſuperior in all thoſe 
good Qualities, which are the proper Beauties 
and Ornaments of human Nature, are taken 
away from us, and whoſe Example was of ſo + - 
great and general Influence towards the Sup- 
. preſſion of Vice, and Encouragement of Vir- 
tue: This, I ſay, is a proper Occaſion of In- 
quiry, ſo far as they are in any Meaſure diſco- 
verable to us, into the wiſe Reaſons of Provi- 
dence; or where we are leſs capable of entring 
diſtinctly upon them, of doing Honour to the 
ſdyereign Power and Dominion of God. Mö 
doth according to his Will in the Army of the Hea- 
vent, and among the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
Who giveth and taketh away ;, who bringeth down to 
the Grave, and bringeth up. And who ſealeth up 
the Hand of every Man, to the End, that all Men 
may know his Work, Job xxxvij. 7. . 
2. There is ſomething alſo peculiar in the 
Death of righteous Perſons, to convince us of i 
the Vanity of the World, and the precarious 
State of all Things here below. Had God de- 
ſign'd this World for the Scene of our Happi- 
neſs, and were it really good for us to be mm | 
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on the Death of the QUEEN. 13 


ke would have built theſe Tabernacles of our 
Body of more ſtrong and laſting Materials. He 
would not ſo ſoon remove the peculiar Objects 
of his Favour. and Love, from the Place of 
their Habitation, ſometimes in the Flower, at 
other times in the Strength or firſt decline of 5 
Age, and that too, in the ſeveral Inſtances, by 
ſudden. Death. If a Death may be call'd ſud- 
den, which there has been, a ſtrict and regular 
6 Care taken to prevent the Surprize of; much 
leſs would God take away the Righteous, and 
at the ſame time ſeem to withdraw the uſual 
Influences of his Love in the very Circumſtan- 
ces of their Death; as in thoſe of our Bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf, by inflicting grievous and tor- 
menting Pains: Pains which bs alone can ſtreng- 
then with Patience to undergo; and which 
therefore, in Proportion as they are patiently 
ſuſtain'd, diſcover the Effects of his more im- 
mediate Preſence and Support. Pre 
_- Yet to ſhew. us of how little Importance a 
\ 8 longer. Term of Life, or the eaſy Circumſtan- 
ces either of Life or Death are to our true 
Happineſs, the Providence of God, as to theſe 
Things, makes no viſible Diſcrimination between 
the Righteous and the Wicked, but they grow 
up like the Wheat and the, Tares, promiſcuouſſy 
together, and are cut down after an, undiſtin- 
cc oled ns - 
Long Life, tis true, tho' in the natural Or- 
der of Things, the Boine of Virtue and 
| Piety, yet has in Scripture the expreſs Sancti- ; 
; on of a, Promiſe 3, and this Promiſe is always 
made good, where wiſe and ſuperior Reaſons 
of Providence do not over- rule. But where 
the Ends of his Providence cannot 8 


- th - een procebld'' 


use God has reſervid td kimſelf an 

N Right of diſpenſing-with the Letter of 
His Promiſe The it muſt be granted we have 
never more Reaſon, than ſometimes on this 
very Oceaſſon, to ery out with the Apoſtle; 
Herbe Depth! of the'Riches, both of the Wiſdom 


and 
Knowledge of God! „ How-unſeurcbable are bis Fudg- 


6 [i a mente; and by Ways paſt" ding out For who 
—_ - hun the Mind of the Tord; e who bath: beew bit 


Connſellor ? Rom. Ki. 33, 34+ . 
| © There 1 is itideed/one Place of gripture- whit 
Eb to imply; as if it were inconſiſtent with 
+ the ſuſtice of God; to ſubject the Good and the 
r tothe fame common Strokes of Mor- 
tality; and t make no- viſible Diſtinction in 
the Manner 0 Circumſtances of their Death 
between them. For upon God's declaring to 
Urabam lis Deſign of deſtroying Sodom, with = : 
all its-Inhabitants; the: Patriarch thus: ex poſtu- | 
lates with him. Thats be far from ibee, to dv f 
ter "this Mauner, "Fo Hay the Rif cons with the Wick- 
| 1 Aud 75 dr e. 7 a 1 as the Met! 
e; that be far e; Hall not t Judge al 
the Earth do [367 G Gen: xvilj. 25, N 71 
1 5155 if he Had argued; is not ſuch a Mettiod - 
of on gong Memmdeaf ontrary to all the known Rules 
ue have of diſtributive juſtice? And does it 
not ſrem to flow from the Decrees of a Power 
. wholly Arbitrary and Deſpotick, without any 
regard to Right or. Wrong? And' this indeed 
Hach been an invincible Argument. ſuppoſing any 
good Foundation for it, againſt ſuch a Proceed- 
ing; for a Power that is not regulated by the 
Meaſures what is ſt; cannot be the Power 


ther of”? Juſt,” or « fa wiſe 9 good God. 
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5 | 3 
g ; Vn 7 
on the 


Interpret eters. have found ſome Difficulty in 
account. ing ig tor this Paſſage; and the more, be- 
cauſe Abrahams Argument ſeems. to lie againſt 


known and henoniedg'd Facts. Job in Ad- 
miration of this ordinary Effect of Frovidence, 


expreſſes himſelf as if there were ſomething 
notwithſtandidg very extraordinary and conſider- 


able in it. W ù ohe thing, chergforr I ſaid in, 


of deftroyeth the e with the 1 4Job 
ix. 222 | 5 i. 

Some therefore" have 

dgment of Abraham, God could not; with the 


Safety of His Juſtice. deſtroy the Righteous, that 
were in Sodom; becauſe: they were the Promi- 
ſes of Temporal —_— which at that time 
chiefly inflüenc'd the Piety and Religion of 
Men. But this is ſaid precariouſſyʒ and wich- 
out any certain Grbunds. It does not follow, 
that becauſe under the Law ſo many temporal 
Advantages were promis d to good Men, there- 


fore good Men had a federal>Right: to. them, 


before the Law was deliver'd. 
Others have thought the Force of Abraham's 
A es lay here; that God could not juſtly 
oy the Righteons that were in Sodom, be- 


cauſe this would have given too great and vi- 


ſible Diſcouragement to the Piety of Men. But 
this Argument rather affects the Wiſdom and 


Folineſs of God, than his Juſtice: Or if his 


Joſtice may be ſuppos'd indireRly affected with 


it; the Foundation however upon which it 


proceeds, is falſe; for it ſuppoſes that this 
orld is the proper State of Rewards and 


 Puniſhments to Men, ant 27 77 of Wet 


or Probation, FRE 


Os But 


ane that in tbe 55 


5 9 a 5 f | a | ; | 
16 Lemon pre aid... 


But l fidmbly take the Meaning of. the Words 
to be, Shall not the Judge of: all the Earth 
4 do the common Office of a judge (d Tasse 
A #ejory) in making merciful: Allowances, to 
«thoſe, who are leſs Criminal, if not alto- 
6: ether Innocent. —_ tho: Acts of ſtrict 
ice may not be gd Arbitrary and 
Free, yet Acts of wp neſs and Mercy al. 
$ are. And it was very pious and, reaſon-. 
able in Abraham to expoſtulate with God 
concerning thoſe Attributes, whereby he chief - 
iy delight” to diſtinguiſh himſelf. Abraham, 1 
% mighe irh great Reaſon and Piety move 
a good and merciful judge to ſpare the Righ- 
teous that were in Sodom, 2 the Wicked them- 
ſelves for the ſake of the Righteous; but he 
could not ſuppoſe that the judge of all the 
MAE was oblig d in trier Dane to do ei- 
Men T Ye 9D{18' 9} 
But ahdtlier God may at any time. out of 
his great Goodneſs and Mercy ſpare the Wick- 
ed fire for the ſake of the Righteous z; yet if 
this World were intended for a State of Re- 
ward or Happineſs to the Righteous, we may 
piouſly infer, he would grant them at leaſt a 
much longer and happier Term of Life in it, 
both for their own Sake, meer _ of; other right 
teous Perſons. | 
For one of the greateſt. 'Bleſlings of: human 
Life, lies in the Converſation and Society o 
good Men: without this one Bleſſing, how taſte- 
leſs and inſipid would all other temporal En- 
joy ments be? I do not know — i it be poſ- 
ſible to frame a Notion of Hell more horrid or 


frightful, than _ of a World, wherein or * 
a ur 
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on the Death of the QUEEN. 17 
but wicked and unrighteous Men ſhould be ſuf 
 _ Notwithſtanding the Endeavours of good Men 
to reclaim Sinners. by all proper Methods of 
Inſtruction, and the Power of their Example to 
ſoften vicious and perverſe Tempers: Vet how 
great Reaſon have we to complain? That Ju- 
quity does ſtill abound, and the Love of many wax 
Cid. What a Spirit of Rancour and Malice, 
II of evil Speaking and every evil Work, have 
\ we known abroad in the. World? To what ill 
| Uſage are good Men ſometimes. expos'd, and 
for no other Reaſon, hut becauſe of their good 
Qualities : Or when it is the Intereſt or Incli- 
nation of a Party, that. Perſons of the greateſt 
Merit, even in a publick Capacity, | ſhould be 
ill thought of, or hunted down, how does com- 
mon Fame diſguiſe and transform them in a 
Moment? „ 
Theſe Diſorders are too frequent in the 
World; tho' there are, bleſſed be God, great 
Numbers of Men, who have both Religion and 
good Senſe; and are not wanting in the com- 
mon Offices of Humanity and good Nature. 
But yet in Proportion, as the Number of righ- 
teous Perſons is diminiſh'd, the Corruptions that 
are in the World thro' Luſt, gather Strength, 
and ſpread fo much the wider.. x 
985 Iheſe Reflections naturally ariſe upon the 
Death of good Men, in every State and Condi- 
tion of Life; tho they. are ſtill more affecting, 
when Perſons of diſtinguiſh'd: Piety move in a 
higher Sphere. But when righteous Princes, 
who have had nothing ſo much at Heart, as 
the true Intereſts of Religion, and the State, 
when thoſe who are 1 Gods, by reaſon * 
3. ö the - 
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the power and Authority they derive from the 


true and living God, are ſeen to dye like Men! 


When the great Luminaries of the moral World 


are extinguiſh'd ; or to ſpeak in the Propheti- 
cal Language, when the Stars of Heaven, and 


the Conſtellations thereof ceaſe to give their 
Light! Such a dark and melancholy State of 


Things, is proper to remind us of zhe Vanity 
of the World in a more awakening Manner, 
and to fill the Mind with mournful and ſolemn 
Apprehenſions; not as if ſome great Funeral 


Apartment, but the whole World about us were 


hung were Sable. But, 4 


1 
x 


Secondly, The Death of righteous Perſons is 


proper to teach us the Duty of Humiliation for 


our Sins. | ae — 


* 


5 There is ſomething very grave and ſolemn, 


and which cannot fail of humbling conſiderate 


Perſons in the very Thoughts of Death. To 
Die, is to act the laſt Part towards that migh- 
ty Change, upon which an Eternity of Happi- 
neſs or Miſery depends. The proper Buſineſs 


of a dying Perſon is therefore to conſider, that 
his Soul is now requir'd of him; and how he 
ſhall be able to render an Account of all his 


Thoughts Words and Actions, at the Tribu- 


nal of that 8 all- powerful and juſt 
God; before whom he is preparing immedi- 


_ . ately to appear. And this indeed is a Conſide- 
ration of ſuch infinite Weight, that even the 
beſt of Men, under the viſible Approach of 
Death, and whoſe Hopes are full of "Immortality, 
yet in recommending their Souls into the 1 
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of a merciful God, are ſometimes obſery'd to 
rejoyce with Trembling g. 
The Theory of Death naturally leads to theſe, 
or the like Reflections; and they are all very 
proper to humble us in the Sight of God for 
dur Sins, that when it is our time of prepa- 
ring to meet him; which cannot be very far 
from any of us: The Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience may give us greater Aſſurance, 
and Boldneſs of Acceſs, in that Day, towards 
n „„ 
But theſe Conſiderations are proper in par- 
ticular to humble the Pride of Life ; and take us 
down in our Thoughts of what we here call 
Power and Greatneſs; ſeeing the greateſt Good- 
xeſs, in full Poſſeſſion of them, can receive' from 
them, at that Exigence, no Relief or Protecti- 
on; nor indeed any Comfort, but what ariſes 
from the Reflection of having employ'd them to 
good, pious and uſeful Ends. 5 7, 
But what I principally intend” is, that the 
Death of any Perſon eminently Righteous, and 
in aneminent Station, is a proper Occaſion of 
humbling us, conſider'd under the Notion of a 
Judgment. Good Princes, to purſue the main 
Scope of my Diſcourſe, are the greateſt Bleſ- 
| fings to Mankind upon Earth. They are ſo 
in the natural Order and Effects of their Ad- 
miniſtration. As the Rights of publick Com- 
munities, and private Perſons are hereby ſe- 
cur'd, Arts and Sciences enconrag'd; and above 
all, the Intereſts of Religion taken Care of, and 
promoted. Of Religion, which lays the ſureſt 
Foundation for the Stability of the Times, as our 
Prophet expreſſes it, (Chap. xxxiij. 5.) and in 
all Reſpects, for the 2 inf MOOT 
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of any People; So that had we no Revelation 
to confirm it to us, it ſeems to be a Maxim 
flowing from the viſible and direct Tendency 
of Things, That Righteouſneſs exalteth 4 Na- 
He. | Jo er Pee 
_ But good Princes are ſtill greater Bleſſings to 
a. Nation on a Providential Account. As their 
Hearts are in the Hand of God, and he is with 
them in all their Deſigns, Reſolutions and Acti- 
ons; as he preſides in their Counſels, goes forth 
with their Fleets and Armies ; fights their Bat- 
tles; gives them the Victory and the Spirit of 
Wiſdom to improve it. Towards which great 
Ends, without his Superintendence and Dire- 
ion, all the Precaution and Schemes, all the 
Bravery and Strength, the Addreſs and Pene- 
tration of Men, would be of no Significancy. 
In a State of War particularly, Generals have 
always thought it neceſſary to poſleſs the Ar- 
mies they Commanded with a Belief, that the 
Diſpoſit ions of Providence were fayourable to 
them. And where there was no reaſonable , 
Foundation for ſuch a Belief, have frequently 
made uſe of little Artifices, in order to per- 
ſuade to it. „ „ 
Alexander the Great, tho no Prince affected 
more to Conquer by Dint of Sword, yet did 
not diſdain upon Occaſion to employ. a pious 
Fraud. In paſſing the River Granicus, obſerving 
his Men to be ſeiz'd with a ſuperſtitious Fear, 
from the Name of the Mouth, which was 
thought unfortunate to them, he privately gave 
Directions to Ariſtander, his Soothſayer in Chief, 
. that he ſhould write with a certain Liquor on 
the Liver of the Victim, The Gods have granted 
Alexander the Victary; This fir'd his Men with 
8 WR a new 


' Ry * 


'# 
2 


on the Death of the QUEEN. 21 | 


- a-new.Ardor, and they were eaſily . perſuaded 
to puſh a Conqueſt, which Heaven had already 
proclaim d. Again, a little before the Battle 
of Arbela, when an Ecclipſe of the Moon had 
put his Men into ſo great Conſter nation, that 
they began out of mere Religion to Mutiny; - 
This Hero obſerving, that there was no other 
way of recovering them out of the Diſorder, . 
but by driving one. Superſtition with another, 
he procur'd the Egyptian Aſtrologers, in great 

Reputation at that time for expounding Omens, 

to give out; That the Greets were under the 
Protection of the Sun, but the Perſians of the 
Moon. And that an Ecclipſe of this Planet, 

always portended ſome ſignal: Calamity or Diſ- 

grace to the Perſians. By this Artifice Alexan- 
der ſoon compos'd the Spirits of his Men, and 

reſtor'd a new Face of Things in the Army. 

I only mention theſe two Stories among ma- 
ny others, for the Moral of them; which is to 
ſhew of how great Force even the Belief of 
God's ſpecial Favour and Protection is to any 
Nation or People; But that good Princes, Prin- 
ces juſt, and ruling in the Fear of God, give the 
People committed to their Charge, auſpicious - 

and zl Grounds for ſuch a Belief. 5 
When therefore God deprives a Nation of 
ſo great Bleſſings, and upon whom their Hopes 
of Succeſs were ſo piouſly founded; This is to 
be gconfider'd by them, as a publick and provi- 
dential judgment; but from which they have 
ſtill much leſs to apprehend ; when righteous 
Princes are ſucceeded by thoſe, who have form'd 
a Us © GI of purſuing. the ſame Paths of 
F B3 Righ- 
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Righteonſieſs; and of inviolably maintaining the 
Intereſts both of Religion and the State. 

Now the End of God's viſiting the World 
with any publick Calamity, is to render Men 
more ſenſible, that they have provok'd him by 
their Sins; but that he will not always be pro- 
vok' d; that this is the proper Seaſon therefore 
of their humbling themſelves before him; of 
turning unto him, that ſmiteth them, and pen the 
Lord of "Hoſts, Wa. ix. 12, 13. 
It is the greateſt Argument at once of Stu- 
pidity of Mind and Obduracy of Heart, when 
God hath ſmitten, and Men have not 3 
it is adding to their Crimes the higheſt A ggra- 
vation they are capable of, that of Contumacy. 
Eſpecially after Sinners have long and publicx- 
ly provok' d the Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, 
the laſt Thing they ſeem capable of, in order 
to fill up the Meaſure of their Sins, is to de- 
ſpiſe his Chaſtning. ; 

What therefore. we in particular, of this 
Kingdom, have incumbent on us, under a Senſe 
of our common and late Calamity, in the Death 
of a moſt Excellent and Righteous * 
is without delay, to break off our Sins by Righte- 
ouſneſs ; and as the Prophet Feremiah exhorts, to 
return, now, every one from his evil Way ; and to 
-make his Ways and ns Dag. good, Gon * 
Xviij. 2 

Theſe are the moſt proper Meaſures we can 


enter upon, in order long to avert the like 


Judgment of God from us; and to prevent our 
incurring that ſevere Commination by Solomon, 
Prov. xxviij. 2. For the Tranſgreſſion of a Land © 
many are the Princes thereof. May we rathar by | 
u general and ſincere Reformation mm _ 
elves 
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ſelyes to the Bleſſing promigd in the latter part 
of the Verſe, which we have, thank God, ſo 
bright and happy a Proſpect of, That, by a Man 
of Underſtanding and Knowledge, ſhall the State of a 
Land, be prolong 'd. 5 ED 
I have explain'd the Text, and recommended 
ſome of the proper Duties both of Reflection and. 
Humiliation, ariſing from the Scape of it: And 
I doubt not but eyery one here preſent, has al- 
ready made particular Application of what has 
been ſaid, with reſpect to the Death of righteous. 
Perſons, and righteous Princes in general. But 
on occaſion of the Death of Queen AN NE, 
and for which Her late Interment, amidſt all 
our joyful Expectations, has given us freſh Im- 
preſſions of Sorrow; 1 deſire, how unequal ſo- 
ever to the Subject, to ſay ſomething more par- 
5 ticularly, in a ſhort Eſſay upon Her Character, 
| as ſolely comprehending that of a righteous 
Prince. For to conſider it at large, and in all | 
| the Lights of it, were I capable of ſuch a 
View, would carry me far beyond my preſent - 
Bounds. 7 5 | F $ | a N 5 i 
4 Righteouſneſs, comprehends under it, the 
three general Duties of Juſtice, Piety, and Cha- 
rity, Our late Excellent Sovereign diſtinguiſh'd 
her ſelf eminently, and after a moſt exemplary 
manner, in all theſe reſpects. . 


1. It muſt be acknowledg'd indeed, that Prin- 

ces have ſometimes juſt Reaſons for their Con- 
duct, which it is impoſſible for thoſe, who do 
not know the ſecret Springs of Action, to make 

a true Judgment of; infinite Emergencies, upon 
occaſion of what is tranſancted in foreign Courts 
or their Own, and which ought not, in man 
LE Ces D'S Ges, 
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Caſes, to be made Publick, may juſtify ſeveral 
Meaſures, which the People in general cannot, 
upon Sight, fully account for. p 5 


4 


It is an Honour therefore, we owe to the 


Prince, where Evidence does not oblige us to 


' the" contrary, to acquieſce in his Conduct, as 


proceeding upon Reaſons both of Juſtice and 


Wiſdom ; otherwiſe we judge, which we ſhould 


never do, in any Caſe whatever, without Light; 


or rather, we do not follow the Light, which 


ſhould guide us, but put our ſelves before it. 


We ſhould therefore conſider the particular 


Motives of Juſtice, upon which the Sovereign 
Power acts, among the Arcana Imperii, thoſe Se- 


crets of Government, which yet if we may be 


permitted, at a diſtance, to enquire into, we 


ſhou!d expreſs a Caution and Reverence in our 


Inquiries, due to Things Sacred; which I take 


to be the Deſign of that judicious Expoſtulation 


of Elibu, Job xxxiv. 17. Is it fit to ſay to 4 King, 
Thou art wicked ? or to Princes, Te 10 ey? 


But there are other Reaſons of juſtice in the 


Conduct of Princes, which fall more under pri- 
vate Cognizance and Obſervation. And in all 


- theſe the late Queen, of bleſſed Memory, was a 
very bright and illuſtrious Precedent ; She made 


the Laws agreeable to the Truſt repos'd in Her, 
the Rule and Meaſure of Her Adminiſtration. 


There was no one Inſtance of Her exerting an 
+ Arbitrary'Ac, throughout the whole Courſe of 
Her Reign, or of any thing like it. She conſi- 
der'd Herſelf as God's Miniſter, and as a Power * 

 _ Ordain'd of God: But ſhe could not have Go- 


vern'd with more regard to the Good and Inte- 
reſts of Her People, ſuppoſing Her Authority 


do have bad no higher Foundation, than what 


ſome 
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ſome people would reſolve all Civil Authority 


into, the mere Ordinance of Man. | ſhall be ju- 
ſtify'd in what I am oin to add, That She ne- 
ver, knowingly, employ'd Her Prerogative, but 
to ſuch Ends, which diſcover'd we ſhould have 
had nothing to fear from the Exerciſe of Her 


Power, had it really been Deſpotick. 


She ratify'd a great many wholſom and good 


Laws; but becauſe *tis the Executive Power / 


which puts Life into them, and makes them 
operate, ſhe omitted no proper Occaſion of re- 
commending to Hey ſubordinate Miniſters, and 
eſpecially to thoſe, who had a Hand in the Le- 
gillature, the ſtrig and faithful Execution of 
them. But of all the Laws enacted in Her 
Re n, none were. more Salutary than one of 
She gave Her laſt Sanction to, and ſo near 
Cheats. As if God had defign'd - 


th Her la 
it a proper Preparative to Her entring into the 


Communion of Saints above, that She ſhould then 
give the finiſhing Power to an Act ſo neceſſary 


to preferve the Unity of his Church, and to 


prevent thoſe ſcandalous Diſorders which viſibly 
tend, by confirming them in their Prejudices, 
to hinder Schiſmaticłs from returning into the 


Boſom of it. 


In diſpenſing of Rewards, She had- always a 


regard to Merit, or what was repreſented to 


Her under that Notion. Where any Perſons - 
had eminently ſerv'd Her, their Country, or 


- the Church, She was rather inclin'd to exceed 
in Her Favours: and even to conſider what was 
in them, Matter of ſtrict and indiſpenſible Du- 
ty, as laying a kind of honourable Debt; I had 


almoſt ſaid, A Debt of Gratitude upon Her, 
| She 
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She. was very cautious of miſſeading thoſe, 
who had the Honour of addreſſing any Requeſt 
to Her, into falſe Expectations; and never made 
a Promiſe, but She conſider'd it as an Obliga- 


tion. And herein She was ſo nicely tender, that 


where there was a manifeſt Failure in that Duty 
and Reſpect which, in the Reaſon of the Thing, 


© gave a Diſpenſation from Her, Promiſe, yet 
She could not, without great Difficulty, if ae 
| «li, be perſuaded to diſpenſe, in it, with Her 


If there was any AQ of diſtributive Juſtice, . 
to which She was leſs: prompt or inclin'd, it 
related to the Puniſhment of Delinquents; but 
proceeded from a Temper. more: agreeable to 
that of Heaven itſelf; more peculiar to the Cle- 


mency of Her Family; the Tenderneſs of Her 
Sex, and the Spirit of that Church, whereof 
She had liv'd and dy'd fo great an Ornament; 


of that excellent Church, which She ſo faith- 


fully Confeſid and Adher'd to in the Day of 
Tryal, and for whoſe Intereſts She was willing 


to forget Her Father's Houſe , and to Sacrifice 
one of the moſt tender - Paſſions of human Na- 
ture; But to the Impreſſions whereof, an un- 
common Pzety render d Her ſtill more ſen- 


ſible. . n | 
If in any of the reſpects here mention'd, there 


might poſſibly. have been any Error in Her Admi- 


niſtration, and what Adminiſtration is free from 
all Error? This ought not to be plac'd to Her 
own Account, but to the unhappy Circumſtan- 
ces which Princes, and almoſt all great Men. 


in Power, are under; in being, after a man- 


ner, oblig'd, on many Occaſions, to make wrong 


judgments. For having no other way of Judg- 


Ing 
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ing, but by the Repreſentations of thoſe about 
them, which we not always the moſt caudid 
and ſi incere; it no wonder, if they ſome. 
times be led — Miſtakes, and particularly 
in conferring , % wy of with. holding their Fa- 
vours. F | 


171. in al tue Duties and Offices of Piety to- 


wards God, our late Excellent Sovereign, who 


is now with him, was no leſs Exemplary. The 
publick Monuments She has left us of Her Piety, 


and which are riſing every Day ſtill higher and 


higher, may poſſibly laft till the World irſelf 
ſhall be no more. But Her Zeal for God's Ho- 
nour, did not terminate in a provident Care 


for the publick places of his Worſhip; it ex- 
tended to thoſe who ſhould Miniſter in them: 


— contributed what She was able; to retrieve 

the Dignity of the Sacred Order, from that Po- 
verty, under Which it ſuffers ſo much; and 
which, indeed, is one of the greateſt and moſt | 


common Imputations that wicked and pro- 


phane Men find themſelves capable of objecting | 


to it. 


In Her Devotions She diſcover'd a Fervor, 
which is proper to Perſons truly Pious: And 
She was frequent in them, as the State of Her 
Health, or other juſtifiable Avocations would 
admit. It was Her Delight to come before 
the Lord, to keep his Sabbaths, and reverence 
his Sanctuary; and She never omitted any part 
of religious Sacrifice, where She had not à Diſ- 
penſation for Reaſons of Mercy, or ſome other 
moral Virtue, wherein to obey, was better than 


Pacrifice. 


\ 
| 


She 
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She ſeems to have form'd Her Conduct, in 
relation to Her Domeſticks, upon the ſame 
noble and pions Reſolution, with that of Fo- 
ſbaa, ch. xxiv. 15. As for me, and my Houſe, we 
will ſerye the Lord. Her Family was a Family 
of Devotion, ſo far as Her Authority or Ex- 


_—© ample, or a Diſtinction in conferring her Fa- 


* 


vours, could contribute to make ĩt ſo. 8 
Her Behaviour in the Service of God, was 
Humble, but Awful and Solemn; and ſuch as 
| teſtify'd an inward Senſe of the Duty She was 


. 


performing, and the Preſence She was in. The 


Preſence of that Great and All. glorious Being, 
who fills Heaven and Earth with his Majeſty. 3 
and before whom, when we conſider. in the 

leaſt, where we are, all the Ideas of ſenſible 

Pomp and Grandeur, muſt neceflarily vaniſh. 

Her Piety to add no more was ſuch, that the 

moſt Pious of thoſe who Miniſtred to Her 

in Things pertaining to God, were profited 
e., foams: e e, e 
3. Her Alms aſcended no leſs continually up. 
as a Memorial before God, than Her Prayers. 
She knew that theſe were the Sacrifices where · 
with God was pleas'd, and for that reaſon, as 
well as from a natural Benignity of Mind, took 
the greateſt Pleaſure in them Her Self. For 
She was 4yiclin'd to Acts of Beneficence, not 
meerly as a Duty of poſitive Command, or as 
the Apoſtle ſignificantly expreſſes it, of Neceſſi- 
ty ʒ but of Complacency and Chearfulneſs. She 
perfectly obey'd the Apoſtle's Charge, if She 
might be ſaid to be charg'd with what She ſo 
freely made Her Choice, and was glad to Diſtri- 
bute, willing to Communicate, 1 Tim. vj. 18. 
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If the publick Occaſipns or Her private II- 
beralities, might poſſibly, at any time, lay 2 
Reſtraint on Her bountiful Inclinations, She 
would diſcover a Compaſſion worthy of a Tem- 
per truly Chriſtian ; and could not deny any 
thing, but after a manner more Obliging, than 
moſt Perſons know how to confer a'Fayour. *In a 
Word, She did not think the Dignity of a Crown 
exempted Her from'the common Duties and 
Condeſcention of a Chriſtian, in confidering the 
Poor; but rather, ſuppos'd Her Self oblig'd, 
from the Height and Advantage of Her Station, 
to diſperſe more liberally abroad, and lay up for 
Her Self a good Foundation againſt the Time 
5 br come, that She might lay hold of Eternal 
zf6. ne, : 
| Thave only conſider'd, and in a very imperfe& 
manner, ſome of the Moral Duties, or rather 
Chriſtian Graces, wherein the late Queen was fo 
Eminent and Exemplary. I have ſaid nothing 


of the many glorious Events of Her Reign, 


theſe are already the Subject of Volumes, and do 
not properly fall under the Notion of Moral Vir- 
tue: Except perhaps, in general, it ought to 
have been put to the Account of Her Piety, 
That, throughout the whole Courſe of Her 
Reign, She was attended with ſo ſurprizing Suc- 
ceſs and Felicity; and, That we all along enjoy'd 
the Bleſſings of Plenty; and even to appearance, 
thoſe of Peace, during the Time of a moſt Glo- 
rious, Conſuming War, which yet She was en- 
abled, at laſt, to put a happy Period to; the 
Happier in this reſpect, that it viſibly made way 
for the more eaſy and free Acceſſion of our pre- 
ſent Sovereign to the Throne, 


But to conclude: Let us at length, lay aſide 
all choſe intemperate Heats and Animoſities, 
which neither become us N as Chriſtians, 
or good Subjects. Let us Unite in all Brotherly 
Love and Charity one towards another, and in 
all dutiful Subjection to the King whom Provi- 
. dence has ſet over us, and who comes with the 
. _ Moſt favourable Diſpoſitions to meet a People, 
the moſt faithfully and unanimouſly diſpos'd to 
receive him. But then let us Obey him out of 
a pure Principle of Religion, and for Cnſcience- 
| fake. An Obedience which proceeds only from 
»Private or Party-Regards, Is not to be depended . 
on: No Hold can be taken of Men, who act 
upon no Principle: We know not where to have 
ſuch Men; and indeed they do not know them- 
ſelves, any further than for the preſent Emer- 
ncy,. what they are, or wherewith they will 
C 1 
55 i 1 mull be granted, that the Subject of Govern- 
ment, in relation to the Meaſures of Obedience, 
is very nice; thoſe who are for carrying them 
to the greateſt Height, do not do it, in favour 
of Tyranny, which they abhor; but becauſe 
there muſt be ſomewhere, of neceſſity, a laſt Re- 
ſort of Power, and they can have no Idea of a 
Contradiction, or of any Authority Superior to 
TT Gs tt bog gn 
But take which ſide of the Queſtion you pleaſe, 
it will be agreed on all Hands, that Obedience 
to the Prince, muſt be founded on ſome ſtand- 
ing and conſcientious Principle. To with-hold 
or pay our Obedience, according as the State of 
Affairs may ſuit with our Schemes or Inclina- 
tions, is not really to obey: the Prince, but to pre- 
ſcribe to him; and, in effect, to place our ſelves 
above him. | Tue 
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on the Death of the QUEEN. 31 
Ihe beſt Security therefore of our Obedience 
to the King, is to fear God and keep his Com- 


mandments; thoſe Commandments in particu- . 


lar, which require Subjection to the higher 
Powers, as the Ordinance and Miniſters of God. 


This is a Principle of Obedience, which does not 
vary with the uncertain Caprice of Men given to 


Change, but ſtands upon a firm unchangeable 


Foundation; and obliges us to be Obedient to 
him, who is our ſupreme Maſter, according to the 


Fleſp, (lt is the Apoſtle's Expreſſion) in ſingleneſs 


ef Heart, as unto Chrit. with good Will, doing 


Service, as unto the Lord, and not unto Men. Or 
in the Words of St. Peter, wherewith I ſhall con- 
clude, as Free, and not wſing our Liberty for 4 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as the Servants of God, 


1 Pet. ij. 16, 
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and Chaplain to the Right Honourable Robert Earl of 
. and Earl Mortimer. 
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